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In the first heat of the Cuban
failure President Kennedy ap-
pointed a commission headed” by
the retired Army chief of staff, Gen.
Maxwel%to examipe para-
military activities, including irtel-
ligence and guemlla tactics. Others
on the commission are Allen W.

Dulles, director of the Central In-

telligence Agency; the chief of
naval operations, Admiral Burke;
and Attorngy, Geaseral Kennedy.

The timing, the circumstances,
and some additional evidence of
Jmportance made it clear that gys
commission. would examine and re-
port on at 19,35{1 9550%&6 the
Wﬂ Although it was
; signated as a commission to
investigate a failure, it could hard-
ly avoid paying much attention to
the failure, including the informa-
tion, or intelligence, on which it
was based.
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This commision was asked to re-

port in June. Apparently it will

. have no further life.

To the extent that this commis-
sion is examining intelligence, it
is examining the work of the agen-
cy ‘Mz, “DUIIES directs. To the ex-

' tent it i§ éxamining para- mllltary

affairs involving the Navy, if is ex-
amining the institution over which

- Admiral Bugge presxdes Both.are

among {fiIE txaminers. But both
have impOrtant résponsibilities in
further developments, including

improvements, in para-military ac-

tivities.

This commission did not satisfy
the considerable element in Con-
gress, and in the country, that sees
dangers in the present independ-
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ence of the CIA. About that agency

. such elementary facts as its an-

nual appropriations and the num-
ber of its employes remain hidden.
There are moves in COngress now

_to set up congress;onat watch-dog

committees.
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So there were in late 1955 and
early 1956. In January of 1956

President Eisenhower created the

. President’s Board of Consuitants

on Foreign Intelligence Activities.
It was headed by President James,
R. Killian, of the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology, and con-
sisted of seven other well known
men, including retired Admiral
Connolly and retired General Hull,
and including also Joseph P. Ken-
nedy, father of the President. It
was to meet at least once in every
six months and to report to the
President on the quality of foreign
intelligence provided to the exec-
utive branch of the government,
including the performance of the
CIA.

The history of " this hoard is
difficult to trace. If it brought
changes, they did not reach public
attention. In Congress it was com-
monly regarded as a device for
heading off a sharper congressional
committee. Yet it had good men
on it.

. Now President Kennedy has set
up what is called a broadened edi-

tion of this body, now named the.

Foreign Intelligence Advisory
Board. It will operate on a contin-
uing basis, will cover the whole
field of intelligence, and will have
authority to call for any informa-
tion the CIA possesses, and 4.
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Where Do We Go in Intelhgence"
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other intelligence agencies, of
which there are several.
Once again Dr. Killian is to pre-

side~over IS work: Once _again
retlrea General Do e and Dr.
iaa0 Baker of the Bell Tele-

Merfiifries are members
(as are sorﬂeﬂ;ﬂaer eminents), and

bge 1o head off a con-
sliliiilge. Whether the
Congress is

not yet clear.”

What is clear iS thrat Congress—
and we suspect the country — is
not satisfied with what it knows
about the CIA and all others who
participated in giving the Cuba ex-
pedltxon the go-ahead, and there-
fore is increasingly disturbed about
the effectiveness and the military
judgment in future activities. There
are strong objections against

throwing open some intelligence:

activities to public gaze. But there
are also strong doubts about the
great unknowns of the CIA and,
so far as the Cuban business is
concerned, about the military mis-
takes. _
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If the new Killian committee can
and will really do a job, it can les-
sen much of the doubt. But it ought
to try in some way to convince the

country (not to speak of Congress) |,

that it is bringing improvement

and heading off big mistakes. That |

is ,dif}’icult to do when so much of
the Operating area is surrounded

by secrecy, the natural generator-

of doubt and suspicion. But it is
essential. Without it nothing is pos-
sible that will satisfy Congress and
the country. .

ggress is saying that |
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